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The urgent need to find a medical solution to the Covid-19 health crisis in lightning
speed has been unprecedented – and the reason is clear. The Covid-19 pandemic
has wreaked physical, emotional, financial, personal, and spiritual devastation to
the world. The virus did not discriminate in age, sex, ethnicity, economic status, or
spiritual beliefs. At this point, 117 million total cases and 2.6 million deaths have
been reported.

Many countries rushed to get their medical and scientific communities to create
effective vaccines. While most of us typically don’t think twice about taking the
average shot for the flu or measles, the Covid-19 virus has made it more public
regarding the development, testing, and manufacturing of the life-saving vaccines.
The information revealed a position that perhaps may not have been a priority in
the past. It is the position on the moral implications of such vaccines.
The reason: The vaccines have been developed, and at least one is being produced,
using cells derived from aborted fetuses, as the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops
(USCCB) recently noted.
The Catholic Church took a leadership role in making the moral implications
known. Christianity views life as coming from God that human beings are created in
His image and likeness. Abortion is of the highest concern since it is an act that
extinguishes life at conception or at the early stages of fetal development.
Therefore, actions related to abortion are considered morally unacceptable. In
addition, products such as vaccines that are morally compromised are not allowed
to be taken by Christians.

However, in light of the Covid-19 virus pandemic devastation, the Vatican and the
USCCB have published moral guidelines for Catholics. The Vatican’s Congregation
for the Doctrine of the Faith published the document on bioethics called Dignitas
Personae. The National Catholic Bioethics Center is another reputable source. The
Church’s moral theologians and ethicists likely reviewed all aspects of the problem
to determine the Catholic position for a clear conscience.
The Vatican’s Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith published a document on
December 21, 2020 that addresses the moral concerns. It prefaces with the general

reason and lists six guidelines of which the second point brings to light the
Church’s position:
“Since the first vaccines against Covid-19 are already available for distribution and
administration in various countries, this Congregation desires to offer some
indications for clarification of this matter. We do not intend to judge the safety and
efficacy of these vaccines, although ethically relevant and necessary, as this
evaluation is the responsibility of biomedical researchers and drug agencies. Here, our
objective is only to consider the moral aspects of the use of the vaccines against
Covid-19 that have been developed from cell lines derived from tissues obtained from
two fetuses that were not spontaneously aborted.”
It goes on to state in the second point: “In this sense, when ethically irreproachable
Covid-19 vaccines are not available (e.g. in countries where vaccines without ethical
problems are not made available to physicians and patients, or where their
distribution is more difficult due to special storage and transport conditions, or when
various types of vaccines are distributed in the same country but health authorities do
not allow citizens to choose the vaccine with which to be inoculated) it is morally
acceptable to receive Covid-19 vaccines that have used cell lines from aborted fetuses
in their research and production process.”

In other words, Catholics must be guided by the moral teachings of the Church
based upon the dignity of a human person. There is a moral obligation to ensure the
protection of the unborn. At the same time, everyone also has a moral obligation to
help medically protect oneself and others for the common good.
Is the Covid-19 vaccine directly, remotely, or not at all connected to the aborted
fetal cells? A person’s decision to get the Covid-19 vaccine or not and as to which
vaccine to morally get depends on these factors.
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A New Way Forward
by Grand Knight Ramon Hache
March 2021
I am writing this message on March 4, 2021. The date is worth mentioning since it was
exactly one year ago today that the first confirmed case of Covid-19 was reported in New
Jersey, right here in Bergen County, in Fort Lee to be exact. I actually met with the Mayor of
Fort Lee this morning and he was recanting the events of that day. That marked the
beginning of our proverbial time in the desert. We have endured, lost and sacrificed so
much. We have been tested and tempted. We ask ourselves why, what for? What’s the
purpose and meaning for us? The answers have yet to be revealed. For now we just have to
remain hopeful.
There is a light of hope at the end of the tunnel. A new beginning in the same world. While
the world has not changed physically, we as people have changed significantly. We have an
opportunity for renewal. A new way forward. More careful and perhaps more thoughtful.
Hopefully, more faithful. Spiritually, stronger and more united than ever before.
This season of Lent, let us reflect, renew, and rejoice. May God help us move forward with a
greater and deeper appreciation for the many blessings he bestows upon us every single
day. With a kinder and gentler heart, let us embrace those in need and comfort those in
loss. God bless and protect you and your loved ones.
Vivat Jesus!
Ramon M. Hache, Sr.

This year, you may want to trade in your kilt for lederhosen. The decision has been
made to once again postpone our annual St. Patrick’s Dinner Dance due to
concerns over Covid-19.
It’s a wait-and-see scenario for the next few months. While many people have
started getting the vaccines, it appears that not everyone will be eligible until the
summer at the earliest. State restrictions on gatherings are another variable that
hopefully improves in the coming months.
Brother Knight Jeff Voigt, who leads the St. Patrick’s Dinner Dance, says it’s possible
that the Council could hold an event later this year, potentially in October. Given
that time of year, the party theme could change to Oktoberfest, Voigt says.
Our annual St. Patrick’s Dinner Dance is our Council’s biggest event each year. Our
last party, in 2019, raised about $7,000 to help benefit many worthy, local charities.
“We hope by the end of summer that the vast majority of people in the U.S.
(including those attending the event) will be vaccinated against Covid,” Voigt says.
“Based on the numbers of vaccines that are being manufactured, it looks like close
to 300 million will be available for use by the end of June.”
While the party is postponed, we will still be hosting our annual Saint Patrick's Day
Mass on Wednesday March 17, at 8:30 a.m. at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel. We won't be
able to enjoy refreshments after but we will be able to celebrate Mass together.

St. Patrick's Breastplate Prayer

I arise today

Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ

Through the strength of heaven;

behind me,

Light of the sun,

Christ in me, Christ beneath me, Christ

Splendor of fire,

above me,

Speed of lightning,

Christ on my right, Christ on my left,

Swiftness of the wind,

Christ when I lie down, Christ when I sit

Depth of the sea,

down,

Stability of the earth,

Christ in the heart of everyone who thinks

Firmness of the rock

of me,

I arise today
Through God's strength to pilot me;
God's might to uphold me,
God's wisdom to guide me,

Christ in the mouth of everyone who
speaks of me,
Christ in the eye that sees me,
Christ in the ear that hears me.

God's eye to look before me,

I arise today

God's ear to hear me,

Through the mighty strength

God's word to speak for me,

Of the Lord of creation

God's hand to guard me,
God's way to lie before me,
God's shield to protect me,
God's hosts to save me
Afar and anear,
Alone or in a mulitude.
Christ shield me today
Against wounding

Happy St. Patrick’s Day from the
Ridgewood Knights of Columbus
Council #1736

Newly Appointed Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly
Elected Feb. 5, he replaces the retiring Carl A. Anderson.

His acceptance statement:
“I am honored, thankful and blessed. I am honored to be called to serve as Supreme Knight.
I am thankful to my wife and family, and to my brother Knights for affording me this honor
and privilege. I am blessed to have worked beside Supreme Knight Carl Anderson, who has
done so much to strengthen the Knights of Columbus and fulfill our mission through acts
of love, kindness, compassion and prayer that have helped countless people here at home
and around the world. Carl has long been a friend to me, and while I count myself among
our many colleagues who will miss his daily collaboration, I know that he will continue to
contribute much to the good of the Order as Past Supreme Knight and a member of the
board of directors. I wish Carl, his wife Dorian, and the entire Anderson family the very best
and thank them for everything they have done in service to the Knights and the Church.”
“I look forward to continuing Carl’s great work and will strive to guide the Knights of
Columbus by the principles of charity, unity and fraternity according to the vision of
Blessed Michael McGivney. These principles are as important today as they were almost 140
years ago at our founding. They are a proven path to deepen our Catholic faith, and build
strong families, strong parishes, and strong communities that work together for the
common good and recognize the dignity and worth of every human being. I ask for prayers
as I endeavor to advance the great history and traditions of the Knights of Columbus in
service to the Lord, his Church, our brother Knights and their families, our parishes and
our communities.”

Game On: A Knightly Lineup

Father McGivney could hold his own on a baseball field.

Baseball is back! Well, spring training anyway. In the spirit of welcoming warmer weather
and America’s pastime, the below is an excerpt of an article from catholicnews.com.
Plenty of baseball legends have been active members of the Knights of Columbus,
according to the fraternal organization.
These stars of the diamond applied the Knights' core principles -- charity, unity, fraternity,
and patriotism. Their participation stretches over a century, the era in which baseball -and the Knights of Columbus -- came into its own, becoming the national pastime.
But who are these legends? Many will surprise you. If this were in a fantasy league, this
would be the starting lineup for the fraternal organization:
Manager -- Connie Mack: He played for the Washington Nationals, Buffalo Bisons, and
Pittsburgh Pirates during his 10-year career as a catcher; but he is more known for his over
50 years as a manager, compiling records for the most managerial wins (3,731), losses
(3,948) and games managed (7,679). He won five World Series titles – the third most by any
manager - for the Philadelphia Athletics. He was elected into the National Baseball Hall of
Fame in Cooperstown, New York, in 1937.

Pitcher -- Ron Guidry: Called "Louisiana Lightning" and "Gator," Guidry played his entire
14-year career with the New York Yankees, from 1975 to 1988. In 1978, he won the Cy Young
Award after going 25-3, while posting a 1.74 ERA. A 4-time All-Star, he was a member of two
World Series-winning teams.
Catcher -- Mike Sweeney: A five-time All-Star for the Kansas City Royals, Sweeney also
filled in at first base and as a designated hitter. He was the Royals' captain from 2003 to
2007, and hit .297 after 16 years in the majors, and amassed over 1,500 hits. On being a
Knight, Sweeney said, "It was like putting on the armor of God. But I love the Knight's
message. You do things in Christ to raise his name, not yours."
First Base -- Gil Hodges: He played a majority of his 18-year career with the Dodgers from
1943 to 1961. During that span, Hodges was an eight-time All-Star, won two World Series
titles in 1955 and 1959, and hit four home runs in one game in 1950. He went on to manage
the World Series-winning "Amazin' Mets" in 1969.
Second Base -- Johnny Evers: One of baseball's most famous poems -- "Baseball's Sad
Lexicon" -- is about one of the game's fabled double-play combinations: Tinker to Evers to
Chance. During World War I, Evers – a member of Troy (New York) Council 176 – was
commissioned by the Knights of Columbus on War Activities as an athletic director of the K
of C "Huts." As director, he organized baseball games for the troops. "Believe me, I'm mighty
glad the Knights of Columbus have accepted my offer," Evers told the Daily News in 1918. "I
feel as though I can do great work in France."
Shortstop -- Hughie Jennings: "Ee-Yah" Hughie Jennings was a professional player, coach
and manager from 1891 to 1925. Jennings hit .311 lifetime and holds the major league record
for most times hit by a pitch with 287. Jennings, a Knight from Pennsylvania, was set to go
overseas during World War I along with Johnny Evers, but the war ended before Jennings'
passport arrived. Still, The New York Times reported, "There is no man in the national game
who is better known or more popular than Jennings, and he will be a valuable addition to
the Knights of Columbus staff abroad."

Third Base -- Bill Coughlin: Nicknamed "Scranton Bill," Coughlin played nine seasons in the
major leagues for the Washington Senators as well as the Detroit Tigers. A capable hitter,
his claim to fame is pulling off the hidden ball trick at least seven times, the most in major
league history. During World War I, Coughlin established and ran a school for umpires
associated with the Knights of Columbus in Coblenz, Germany.
Center Field -- Shane Victorino: The "Flyin' Hawaiian" was an outfielder who played in the
majors for 12 years at the start of this century. Victorino won 4 Gold Glove Awards, was a
two-time All-Star and a two-time World Series champion. Shane's father, Michael, is a past
K of C state deputy of Hawaii as well as a Supreme Warden for the Knights. Shane is
currently a member.

Right Field -- Babe Ruth: George Herman "Babe" Ruth was a member of the Knights of
Columbus. Ruth learned baseball from the Xaverian Brothers and joined the fraternal order
in 1919. He often visited orphanages, schools and hospitals during and after his major
league career. A year before his death, he established the Babe Ruth Foundation for
destitute children. His dedication to charity -- the first principle of the Knights of
Columbus -- would go on to impact millions of lives, especially children.
Not a fan of these picks? No worries! There are more Knights of Columbus major leaguers,
including White Sox pitcher Ed Walsh, who won 40 games in 1901, and legendary Giants'
manager John "Mugsy" McGraw and Pirates manager Danny Murtaugh.
Whoever you pick, a team of Knights' could hold its own against any squad in a
best-of-seven series.

Copyright (c) 2018 Catholic News Service www.catholicnews.com Reprinted with permission of CNS.

“In the prayer of the Our Father we say: “Give us
this day our daily bread.” Spouses can also learn to
pray like this: “Lord, give us this day our daily love,”
for the daily love of spouses is bread, the true bread
of the soul, what sustains them in going forward.”
~ Pope Francis

VISIT THE KNIGHTS’ WEBSITE
FOLLOW THE KNIGHTS ON FACEBOOK
SIGN UP A NEW BROTHER HERE!
KNOW SOMEONE WHO WANTS TO RENT THE HALL?
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