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To put it lightly, the Covid-19 pandemic has turned 2020 upside down. One group
that has been particularly affected is older adults living in care homes. In addition
to increased health concerns, these older adults face a heightened risk of
loneliness. Quarantines and other physical distancing mean their usual contact with
family and friends is impossible.
With tight restrictions on indoor gatherings this year, the Knights of Columbus
Council #1736 was unable to produce the Senior Citizens Christmas Party at Our

Lady of Mount Carmel. We host about 100 seniors from OLMC and the Ridgewood
community on a Sunday afternoon every December. The event typically includes a
festive lunch, live music, Christmas caroling, and gifts from Santa.
Not this year, however. It appeared that our local seniors would have to forgo their
annual holiday celebration. Until Brother Knights Mark Stappenbeck and Mike
Megnin did some creative problem solving, that is. The Brothers reached out to
Sister Mary Spano from OLMC, Sue Ullrich from Ridgecrest Senior Housing,
Roberta Sonenfeld from SHARE, and Gail Tamirian-Mandeli from Life Opportunities
Unlimited and did some brainstorming. The solution: To create and distribute
winter care packages to seniors in the community. The idea for Santa’s Snacks for
Seniors was born.

“The many Knights that help with the annual Seniors Christmas party will tell you it
is one of our favorite traditions,” Stappenbeck says. “While we couldn't deliver the

same experience, we wanted to let the seniors in our community know we are
thinking of them.”
Stappenbeck and Megnin asked Brothers from Council #1736 to contribute cookies,
candies, hot beverages, honey, and stationery. Given the number of seniors they
hoped to reach, they decided to hold a collection drive that was open to the public.
The Saturday after Thanksgiving, a team of Knights collected items and received
cash donations from a number of Brothers as well as from Kings Supermarket.
Those funds were used to purchase additional items for the care packages.

On Sunday, December 6, Knights and family members assembled 320+ gift bags and
distributed them, along with Santa, to seniors at organizations around Bergen
County including SHARE, Ridgecrest, Aging in Place, Life Opportunities Unlimited,
as well as to home-bound parishioners at OLMC. Carolers sang Christmas songs at
each facility and spread some much-needed holiday cheer.
While Stappenbeck looks forward to producing the usual in-person Senior’s
Christmas Party next year, finding a creative solution for our seniors was critical for
this year. “The first ideal of the Knights of Columbus is charity,” Stappenbeck says.
“There is probably no better time for us to try to live up to that.”

From Knightly News, Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year to you and your families. Vivat Jesus!

Member Spotlight: Josip Zubac
You might recognize Josip Zubac as the
videographer who has been
livestreaming OLMC’s Masses/services
to the community for the last several
months (Thank you!). A Knight in the
First Degree, Zubac joined our Council
in June 2018 and has been a Ridgewood
resident since moving here from Bosnia
and Herzegovina about five years ago.
How did you get involved helping
OLMC livestream Masses?
When the pandemic started and they were closing the Churches, my wife showed
me a picture of the closed notice on the doors at OLMC. I felt the need to help and
reached out to Fr. Ron through the Knights of Columbus email chain. My hope was
for the Masses to continue and for people to be present in a different way while
they couldn't be there in person, so people wouldn't lose hope and stay close to the
church and turn to God.
Where did you live in Bosnia and Herzegovina?
Very close to a place called Medjugorje where the Blessed Virgin Mary has been
appearing since 1981. Medjugorje has turned millions of people's lives back to God
and I believe it's one of the most important events happening today.
Why did you join the Knights?
My neighbor and friend Marv Benzing had been talking to me about the Knights of
Columbus. I wanted to join a group of people who wanted to do good work and
serve others. Marv came to Medjugorje for my wedding and thought the group
would be a good fit ... and kept reminding me every week!
What’s something about you that our fellow Brother Knights likely don’t know?
I grew up with four brothers and one sister, and as a hobby I enjoy working on cars.
Tell us a joke.
Two men meet on opposite sides of a river. One shouts to the other, "I need you to
help me get to the other side!" The other guy replies, "You're on the other side!"

Supreme Knight Carl Anderson announced the introduction of the Faith in Action program
model on April 6, 2018. The four program categories are Faith, Family, Community, and Life,
and represent our main priorities as an Order.
• Faith: Our goal is to strengthen our men and their families in the faith. When we entered
the Order, we were reminded to constantly inform ourselves in the Catholic faith. This
formation goes beyond mere facts or religious practice to an authentic connection with a
loving God and his son Jesus Christ.
• Family: Father Michael J. McGivney sought to strengthen the familial bond of father to
mother and children to parents. Our family programs are an evolution and response to a
society that seeks to weaken the bonds of family. We must make it clear that society should
value a family that is faithful to God and each other.
• Community: As Knights of Columbus, we are called to serve our family and our God. Our
first principle is Charity, at home with our families or in our communities.
• Life: The urgency of the threat to a culture of life cannot be misunderstood. Respect for
the dignity of life demands a commitment to human rights across a broad spectrum. Both
as Knights of Columbus and as followers of Christ, “Catholics must be committed to the
defense of life in all its stages and in every condition” (Saint John Paul II, 1995).
This is an excerpt from a FAQ on Faith in Action from kofc.org. To learn more about Faith in
Action, click here.

A Prayer Amid a Pandemic

By Kerry Weber

Jesus Christ, you traveled through towns and villages "curing every disease and
illness." At your command, the sick were made well. Come to our aid now, in the
midst of the global spread of the coronavirus, that we may experience your healing
love.
Heal those who are sick with the virus. May they regain their strength and health
through quality medical care.
Heal us from our fear, which prevents nations from working together and neighbors
from helping one another.

Heal us from our pride, which can make us claim invulnerability to a disease that
knows no borders.
Jesus Christ, healer of all, stay by our side in this time of uncertainty and sorrow.
Be with those who have died from the virus. May they be at rest with you in your
eternal peace.
Be with the families of those who are sick or have died. As they worry and grieve,
defend them from illness and despair. May they know your peace.
Be with the doctors, nurses, researchers and all medical professionals who seek to
heal and help those affected and who put themselves at risk in the process. May
they know your protection and peace.
Be with the leaders of all nations. Give them the foresight to act with charity and
true concern for the well-being of the people they are meant to serve. Give them
the wisdom to invest in long-term solutions that will help prepare for or prevent
future outbreaks. May they know your peace, as they work together to achieve it on
earth.
Whether we are home or abroad, surrounded by many people suffering from this
illness or only a few, Jesus Christ, stay with us as we endure and mourn, persist and
prepare. In place of our anxiety, give us your peace.
Jesus Christ, heal us.

Click here to see A Prayer Amid a Pandemic from America magazine.
Reprinted from America with permission of America Press, Inc., 2020. All rights reserved. For
subscription information, call 1-800-627-9533 or visit www.americamagazine.org

Facebook Feature
Cardinal Joseph Tobin, the Archbishop of Newark, celebrated Mass at OLMC.

See the Council’s Facebook page for more photos from Cardinal Tobin’s visit.

“The secret of happiness is to live moment by
moment and to thank God for all that He, in His
goodness, sends to us day after day.”
~ St. Gianna Molla

VISIT THE KNIGHTS’ WEBSITE
FOLLOW THE KNIGHTS ON FACEBOOK
SIGN UP A NEW BROTHER HERE!
KNOW SOMEONE WHO WANTS TO RENT THE HALL?
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